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Special thanks to 
Ian Besse and his family for taking the time to talk with us
4“Alright class, today we’ll be learning about the history of America.”
5“But Mr. Casas! We 
don’t like history. It’s 
boring!”
“History can be really exciting! It’s 
full of amazing, important people 
who made the world what it is today. 
Does anyone know any people from 
American history?”
6“Hmm... Well, my dads talk about James 
Baldwin sometimes. Did he do anything cool 
in history?”
“Excellent question, Harrison! James Baldwin 
was definitely an important person in 
history.”
7“James Baldwin was born in New York City in 1924. In his life, he 
became an important writer- writing books, essays, and plays.
While he was writing, he 
faced a lot of discrimination 
because he was African 
American and gay. He was 
actually one of the few gay 
men in the Civil Rights 
Movement!”
8“Most of the books James Baldwin has 
written are about his experiences fighting 
for civil rights and equal treatment. 
Even though he was often 
bullied and pushed around 
for his race and orientation, 
he continued writing to share 
his experiences for everyone 
to learn from.”
9“James Baldwin was a very good place to start, class! 
Is there anyone else you want to know about?”
“Mr. Casas, I’m Native American! Are there any 
Native Americans from history that we can learn 
about?”
“There certainly are, Isa! Do you 
know who Jim Thorpe is?”
“Um... I think that’s an award, isn’t it?”
10
“It is! But the award was named after a very important person in history. 
Jim Thorpe was a famous Native American athlete born in 1887. During 
this time in history, Native Americans were forced to go to schools that 
did not teach them about their culture. Jim Thorpe went to one of these 
schools, and even though it was hard, he became one of their best football 
players. He was also good at track and baseball.”
11
“Jim Thorpe went to the 1912 
Olympics and became the first 
Native American to win Olympic 
gold medals for the United States. 
Now, he is thought to be one of the most important 
players in football history and one of the best atheletes 
that has ever lived. He has an award named after him to 
honor his talent and memory.” 
12
“Oh! What about Japanese 
Americans, like me? Are there any of 
them in history?”
“Of course there are, Cecil! One very 
important Japanese American is Patsy 
Mink.”
13
“Patsy Mink was from Maui, Hawaii, and her parents came from Japan. 
When she was in school, she became president of her class and got very 
good grades. 
Later in life, she became 
the first non-white 
woman and the first 
Asian American woman 
elected to congress. 




“She even co-authored and helped pass Title IX 
which helped girls gain equality in schools and play 
sports! 
Patsy Mink was known for her support of 
schools and for her intelligence.”
15
“I can tell you all about another amazing woman in American 
history.”
“Her name is Angela Davis.”
16
“Angela Davis is a famous 
African American 
political activist, author, 
and academic. 
She was born in 
Birmingham, Alabama 
at a time when there 
was a lot of racial 
tension in the South.”
17
“But she persisted, and became a civil rights 
warrior! Angela Davis led marches, talked to 
 politicians, and did everything she could to 
fight for the rights of everyone.
Angela Davis managed to overcome 
everything that was thrown her way, and 
is now one of the most famous African 
American women in history. She still travels 
all over the world to talk about human 
rights and prisoners’ rights, and even 
to write books! She really is an amazing 
woman.”
18
“See, class? The people in history are truly incredible! And the really 
amazing part is that we are all a part of it.”
19
“Each and every one of you has the potential to be like the people 
we talked about today- or even greater! If these people from 
history were able to overcome the problems and obstacles we still 
face today to do what they love, then we can all work to overcome 
those obstacles, too.”
“We are all a part of history.”
20
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